
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF THE WESTERN SECTION OF THE  
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLANT BIOLOGISTS  

(ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 2004) 
 

CONSTITUTION 

Article I 
Name and Legal Identity 

In accordance with Article IV of the  Constitution and Bylaws of the American Societ y of 
Plant Biologists (ASPB), a geographical affinity group fo r ASPB members in the western 
region of the U.S. was chartered by petition. 

This organization sha ll henceforth  be named the WESTERN SECTION OF THE 
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLANT BIOLOGISTS (WASPB), hereafter referred to as the 
Section. 

Article II 
Mission Statement 

Said Section is organ ized exclusively for scien tific and educational purposes and shall 
remain a non-profit or ganization. The missio n of the section is to  encourage  and 
promote scientific ende avors across diverse disciplines in the field of plant biolog y that 
address fun damental issues from a basic and  applied perspective, foster the career 
develop of young researchers, an d promote the welfare and good f ellowship of  plant  
biologists in the wester n U.S. (Alaska, Arizona,  Arkansas, California, Colorado, Hawaii, 
Idaho, Montana, Nevad a, New Me xico, Oregon, Utah, Washington and  Wyoming) and 
Canada (Alberta, British Columbia, Saskatchewan).  

Article III 
Organization 

To effective ly fulfill the mission as stated in  Article II,  the Section is d ivided into six 
geographical subsections based on  demographics, defined as 1) the P acific Northwest  
(PNW): Alberta, British Columbia, Oregon, Washington; 2)  Northwest (NW): Arkansas, 
Idaho, Montana, Saska tchewan, Wyoming; 3) Northern California (NCa): Bay area a nd 
northern California and Nevada; 4) Southwest (SW): Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, 
Utah; 5) Southern California (SCa): California south of bay area; and Hawaii (HI).     

Article IV 
Membership 

1. Membership is open to all plant biologists and scientists residing in the states of the 
western geographical area listed  in Article II, and to any person or organization  
philosophically aligned with the stated purposes of the Section. 

2. Membership in the  Section consists of its individua l members  and supp orting 
organizations. Organiza tions or  individuals wishing to support the Se ction, but  n ot to 
participate as active voting members, may do so as patrons or sustaining members. 



3. Section membership requires payment of annual dues. New members may apply on-
line at any time via the Section’s web page. Active me mbers can renew membershi p in 
the Section at the time of end-of-year membership renewal in the society. Membership in 
the Section does not confer membership in the national body, the American Society  of 
Plant Biologists. 

4. Membership entit les individual members to the following rights:  1 ) to vote in  all  
elections; to  be nominat ed for and  to be ele cted to any office or committee; and 2) to 
serve as an official representative of the Western Section. The right to serve the Section 
is subject to  such qua lifications or requirements as may be establishe d for an office  or 
committee by the executive committee. 

5. No member of the Section sha ll be entitled to any distributive share of its assets; a nd 
in the event  of dissolut ion, its asset s remaining after payment of it s just debts sh all be 
distributed, as determin ed by majority vote of the members of the  Section, to  an  
organization meeting the conditions prescribed, at the time of dissolution, by Section 501 
(C)(3) of the Internal R evenue Code of 1954, or any statu tory enactment amending or 
replacing that section. 

6. Section dues will be set by the Western Section Executive Committee. Section dues  
will be consistent with those of other ASPB Sections. 

Article V 
Annual Meeting 

1. There shall be at least one annual meeting of the Section, sponsored by a subsection, 
at any time or place as determined by the organization, which does not conflict with the  
annual mee ting of the American Society of Pl ant Biologists or other national ASPB-
sponsored venues. 

2. The subsection venue will be determined by the meeting organizers. 

3. Funds for a subsection meeting will be disbursed from the National ASPB an nual 
support at  the discretion of the  Section Representative. Every attempt will b e made to  
rotate subsection meetings among the 6 subse ctions so th at ideally, each subsect ion 
meets biannually. 

4. Meeting organizers will be volunteers fr om that subsection. N ames of these  
volunteers will be posted on the Western section portion of the ASPB web site. 

 
Article VI 
Officers 

1. Section o fficers will consist of a Chair and Secretary/Treasurer, elected by ballot by 
Section members for one-year terms.  

2. An elect ed represen tative of the Section will serve a s a membe r of the National  
Executive Committee of the American Society of Plant Biologists for a period of three (3) 
years.  



 
3. The three elected members, as well as Ex Officio officers, will constitute the members 
of the executive committee of the Section. Ex officio officers will serve on the committee  
for one-year terms. 
 
4. Installment of electe d officers will take p lace 1 October of each year to coincide  with 
ASPB officer term dates. 
 

Article VII 
Election of Officers 

1. Nominations and elections of officers sha ll be administered by the Nominat ions 
Committee, duly appointed by the Chair of the Section. 

2. Nominations for the Section off icers and t he Section representative to the ASPB 
National Executive Committee will be made by the Nomin ations Committee. In se lecting 
nominees for each elect ed position of the Section, the committee will solicit the input of 
its membership, and will ensure th at Section officers (Ch air and Secretary/Treasurer) 
represent d ifferent sub sections whenever possible.  The  Chair of t he Nominations 
Committee will ascertain the willingness of potential candidates to serve if elected. 

3. Nominations will be solicited by the termination of the A SPB annual meeting and the  
slate of candidates presented to the me mbership at large via the  Se ction web page, 
maintained by staff at the national headquarters.  

4. Elections will be hel d electronically by on-line ballots i n Septemb er through the  
Section’s web page. The nominee f or each office receiving the majority of votes shall be 
elected. In the case of a tie vote, the Nominations Committee will vote to resolve the tie. 
Election results, compiled by national headquar ters, will be posted on the Section’s web 
site following notification of elected officers by the Section Chair. 

5. In case of death, disability, or resignation of the Chair, Secretary-Treasurer, or elected 
executive c ommittee member, the  office shall be filled ad interim by the e xecutive 
committee. In the case of a vacant office of the Section Chair, the Ex Officio Chair of the 
Section and serving member of the  Executive  Committee will assume the vacanc y to 
conduct Se ction bu siness unt il scheduled ele ctions, at  which time the  Chair will step 
down and complete a term as a participat ing Ex Officio member of the Executive  
Committee. 

Article VIII 
Standing Committees 

1. There shall be three standing co mmittees for the Section: an Executive Co mmittee, a 
Nominations Committee, and a Program Committee. 

2. The Section Executive Committe e shall consist of the two elected officers (Chair and 
Secretary-Treasurer), the national Executive Co mmittee Representative, and Ex Officio 
elected members. 



3. The Nominations Co mmittee shall con sist o f the Ex Officio Chair of  the Section , to  
serve as Chair of the co mmittee, and two additional membe rs appointed by the serving 
Chair of the Section. 

4. The Prog ram Commit tee shall co nsist of a coalition of the meeting Organizers f rom 
each sub section appo inted by the Section Chair to coord inate sched uling need s and  
programs. Organizers will serve on this com mittee, until  such time as the sub section 
meeting has been completed. 

5. Committ ee me mbers shall as assume office 1 Octob er, or at th e date of t heir 
appointment by the Chair of the Section. 

Article IX 
Amendments to the Constitution & Bylaws 

Proposals for amending the Constitution and B ylaws may be submitted in writing by any 
member, group of members, or committee to the Secretar y-Treasurer of the Sect ion at  
any time. Such proposals sh all be reviewe d by due process by  the Executive 
Committee. Upon app roval by th e majority votes of th e executive  committee, the 
amendment(s) will be  presented to Section members for consideration  via the Section’s 
web page for 30 days to solicit co mments prior to voting by Section members at  large. 
The amendment(s) will be adopted if approved by the majority of the members voting by 
electronic ballot held within 45 days of posting. 

BYLAWS 

Section 1 
Duties of Officers 

a. The Chair shall pre side over the executive committee and the general business 
meetings of the Section, and, in  consultation with the Secretary-treasurer, shall prepare 
the agenda for these meetings. Th e Chair shall appoint, ch arge, and receive reports of 
all standing and special (ad hoc) committees, and inform the membership on reports and 
actions take n. The Chai r will confer with the Secretary-Treasurer as they prepare  the 
annual bud get of the Section. In all ways, th e Chair will provide leadership to  the 
Section, including coordinating activities of the Program Committee in sponsoring annual 
subsection meetings. 

b. The Secretary-Treasurer shall ke ep and mak e available the minutes of the exec utive 
committee meetings. T he Secretary-Treasurer shall supervise all finan cial transactions 
of the Section and account for the se to the executive committee and the membership. 
The Secretary-Treasurer will bear responsibil ity for ensu ring organizers receive an  
allotment of funds to sponsor subsection meetings.  

c. Section Representative to the ASPB National Executive Committee will represent the 
western section membership at all relev ant meetings of the national ASPB Section  
meetings during the year. At the annual meeti ng, these include: two Executive meetings 
(one full da y prior to the annual meeting and one business lun cheon), the section 
representatives meeting, a welco ming reception for the  Western section and  the 
membership committee meeting. In addition, the Section Representative will attend a 2-



day meeting of the ASPB National Executive Committee in February at Headquarters in 
Rockville, Maryland a nd the Me mbership Committee meeting also  in mid-yea r. The  
section repr esentative i s fully resp onsible for f acilitating th e workings of the West ern 
Section an d in communicating th e events of the ASPB to the Western Section 
membership in conjunction with the Western Section Executive Committee. 

Section 2 
Duties of Committees 

a. The Exe cutive Committee has authority to act on all matters not reserved t o th e 
section as a whole. The executive committee is charged with maintaining the activities of  
the Section in furthering the mis sion of the Section. Decisions o f the exec utive 
committee require a qu orum of sixty (60) percent and the majority of votes cast, u nless 
directed herein. 

b. The No minations Committee, chaired by the Ex Officio Section Chair, submits 
nominees for all elected  positions of  the section.  The commi ttee solicits the input of the 
membership at large, a nd contacts all nomi nees regarding their willin gness to se rve, if  
elected. 

c. The Program Committee, shall plan, arrange, and publicize the program of subsection 
meetings on the Section’s web page, to includ e on-line registration an d submission of  
abstracts. The program and venue will be the purview of the meeting organizers. The 
Program Co mmittee is responsible for fund-raising for their subsection meeting abo ve 
and beyond those monies supplied by the national organiza tion. Any funds not use d by 
the subsection for their meeting shall be returne d to the section coffers for dispersement 
at the discretion of the Executive Committee. 
 

Section 3 
Membership Dues 

Section me mbership dues are established b y the W ASPB Executive Co mmittee. 
Information on the specific requirements for me mbership is posted on the Section’s web 
page. 

Section 4 
Quorum for Business Meetings 

The ultimate authority i n the Section lies with the me mbership, and is expressed by 
electronic b allots or  votes ca st as specif ied. Members in attendance  at the an nual 
business m eeting of the Society shall constitute a quorum to tra nsact nece ssary 
business. Action take n at the annu al meeting stands unle ss within six (6) month s a 
minimum of  two (2) percent of the membership  petitions th e Chair to have the ac tion 
submitted to the Section for ratification by mail ballot. 

Section 5 
Awards 

a. Subsections shall reco gnize meritorious rese arch and q uality of presentation by 
students by the presentation of awards to deserving individuals as de termined by a  



Judging Co mmittee established by  the meeting organizers. Awards issued at  the 
discretion of the judging committee, to include cash prize s and a certif icate for oral and 
poster presentations, will be giv en annually  at sub section meetings. The Judging 
Committee may opt to present Honorable ment ions to exceptional pape rs that failed to 
win one of the primary awards. 
 
b. A certifi cate and/or modest cash award will be  presented in r ecognition f or 
meritorious contributio ns by a high schoo l and/or undergraduate participa nt at 
subsection meetings.  
 
c. WASPB subsections will provide 1-2  travel awards to deserving minority students to 
accompany their mentor to the subsection meetings. The cash value of the award will be 
determined by actual travel expens es (g round/mileage) incurred by t he student,  two  
nights lodging at the host hotel, $25/day per diem for meals and incidental expenses, as 
well as registration fee for the meet ing. Eligible students should submit an application to  
the organizers for consideration. 

Section 6 
Amendments 

Amendments to these b ylaws ma y be made as described in Article IX  of the WASPB 
Constitution. A simple majority shall be required for passage by the executive committee 
and by the membership at large. 


