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Committee meeting, Thursday, March 7, 2024; 11:00 am – 12:00 pm EST
Via Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/3012960900

COUNCIL MEMBERS and PROXIES (present):
☐	MacIntosh, Gustavo	Past-president and Chair
☒	Thornton, Leeann	President
☒	Ma, Hong	President-elect
☒	Chelama, Sreekala	Treasurer; chair, BoT
☒	Wallace, Ian	Secretary; chair Program Committee
☒	Monte, Elena	Elected member of BoD (by ballot)
☒	Wyatt, Sarah	Elected member of BoD (by ballot)
☒	Hicks, Karen	Elected member of BoD (by Council); PUI Section Rep
☒	Welti, Ruth	Chair, Membership Committee
☒	Ignace, Danielle	Chair, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Committee
☐	Burch-Smith, Tessa	Chair, Science Policy Committee
☒	Theg, Steve	Chair, Publications Committee
☐	Roston, Rebecca	Chair, Women in Plant Biology Committee
☒	Leon, Patricia	Chair, International Committee
☒	Friedman, Erin	Chair, Education Committee
☐	Gendron, Josh	Northeastern Section Rep
☐	Bürger Marco	Western Section Rep
☐	Xiao, Shunyuan	Mid-Atlantic Section Rep 
☒	Schrick, Kathrin	Midwest Section Rep 
☒	Kilaru, Aruna	Southern Section Rep
☐	Vincent, Christopher	Environmental and Ecological Plant Physiology Section Rep
☒	De Folter, Stefan	México Section Rep
☒	Griffin, Brianna	Early Career Plant Scientist Section Rep
☒	Meyers, Al		Early Career Representative
☒	Braynen, Janeen	Ambassador Alliance Chair
☒	Taylor, Crispin	CEO (ex officio; non-voting)

STAFF/GUESTS:
☒	Woodall, Clara	CFO
☒	Covington, Jennifer	VP for Membership and Meetings
☒	Black, Sarah		VP for Content and Communications
☒	Lee, Sylvia	Executive and Governance Affairs Administrator



DRAFT AGENDA

1. Welcome and introductions (Leeann; all) – start time 11:01 am
a. Introductions

2. Approval of the agenda (Leeann) – 2 mins
a. Motion to approve the agenda was put forward by Janeen Braynen, seconded by Karen Hicks, and unanimously approved

3. Approval of the minutes (Leeann) – 1 min
a. Minutes from the Council meetings on October 12, 2023, and January 11, 2024, are pending. Minutes will be circulated via email for approval.

4. Centering (Leeann) – 10 mins
a. The first topic of conversation was a discussion to reflect on our EDI-focused conversations in October about what ASPB committees can be doing to broaden participation. Leeann Thornton asked for committee chairs to discuss EDI initiatives that they are pursuing.
i. The membership committee is working with the Women in Plant Biology Committee to plan a large networking event that will take place at Plant Biology 2024.
ii. Erin Friedman, chair of the Education Committee, indicated that her group is running the BLOOME program to financially support the development of classroom and lab activities. The target audience is high school students, 1st/2nd year undergraduates, and their teachers. The deadline for applications is April 9th, and Council members were asked to communicate this opportunity to colleagues who might be potential applicants.
iii. Karen Hicks indicated that the PUI section is still working on a professional development workshop that will be held at Plant Biology 2024. 61 PUI section members are registered to attend PB24, so they want to move forward with the event and are trying to be clever about finding funding to support these folks.

5. [UPDATE/ACTION (confidential)] White House Easter Egg Roll 2024 (Erin) – 5 mins
a. ASPB will be back on the White House South Lawn on April 1, 2024, for the White House Easter Egg Roll. ASPB will offer three hands-n activities that are appropriate for 5-7 year olds. This information is confidential until the White House issues their press release.
b. Call to Action – The Council’s assistance was requested in promulgating a Call for Volunteers, especially to colleagues in the Washington DC, Maryland, and Virginia areas.
i. ACTION ITEM- if council members know colleagues in these areas, please let them know to sign up to volunteer for this important event. There are two shifts to cover the entire days, which runs from 6 am to 7 pm and during which up to 35,000 visitors are expected. A link to the volunteer sign-up form was shared in Chat. A lottery system will be implemented with volunteers if there is more interest than slots. The group is seeking 10-12 volunteers per shift, and there will be a prep session for training.

6. [UPDATE/ACTION] Recent DEI Efforts (Sarah - for Rebecca Roston and Kevin Cox) – 10 mins
a. Sarah Black offered updates on ASPB online efforts to highlight DEI in plant biology, including material developed by Kevin Cox for Black History Month (https://plantae.org/2024-black-history-month-black-plant-spotlight/). Sarah also indicated that the Women in Plant Biology committee, chaired by Rebecca Roston, is using a nominations process to highlight women in plant biology for Women’s History Month. Nominations will be accepted through March 23rd. The link to the Blog post that describes the program and through which nominations can be made is: https://blog.aspb.org/celebrate-herstory-nominate-inspiring-women-in-plant-biology-for-recognition/ 
b. Call to Action – Council’s assistance requested in sharing and promoting “inspiring women” activity
i. Council members were asked to share these posts on social media and amplify these links with colleagues to make sure that folks are recognized. There is also a Plantae webinar scheduled to celebrate women in plant science.

7. [UPDATE/ACTION] Plant Biology Extended (Ian, Jennifer) – 10 mins
a. Ian Wallace and Jennifer Covington discussed the content and funding model for Plant Biology Extended. This virtual event will include 8 workshops prior to the Plant Biology 2024 meeting, as well as 4 concurrent symposia that will be streamed after the in-person meeting. Folks who attend the in-person PB24 meeting will automatically have access to Plant Biology Extended. Other folks can register individually or as groups for this event. All the content will be new; it will not be presented during the in-person meeting.
b. Call to Action – Again, Council’s assistance in promoting and encouraging participation in Plant Biology Extended 2024 was requested.

8. [DISCUSSION/ACTION] Planned Centennial Activities (Crispin) – 10 mins
a. ASPB Staff have drafted a list of possible activities to highlight ASPB’s Centennial throughout 2024
i. These activities are in addition to activities being planned in collaboration with the Centennial Challenge Committee and Legacy Society Leadership Committee for the Plant Biology conference.
ii. Four different activity categories have been proposed- Launch and Execution, Content gathering, Community engagement, and Looking Ahead.
iii. Crispin and ASPB staff asked how we might pull together content that will be focused on the centennial and what can we generate. How can we engage the community? Are there social media tags that we can develop? ASPB staff is considering developing ASPB by the decade materials, a webinar series, and a new logo during the centennial.
b. Call to Action – Council member and/or committee member participation in development of activities. 
i. Discussion- The Council believes that it is a good idea to roll this information out over the year. There is concern about overwhelming staff/ council members. It would be great to get senior members of ASPB and ECRs involved. If Council members are interested, please reach out to Crispin.

9. List Action Items (Ian) – 3 mins
a. Please assist Erin Friedman in identifying individuals that are interested in participating in the ASPB White House Easter Egg Roll outreach events.
b. Please advertise the ASPB BLOOME education grants
c. Please encourage colleagues to advertise the Women in Plant Biology-led solicitation to identify impactful women in plant biology.
d. Please encourage colleagues to advertise Plant Biology Extended. 

10. Adjourn- 12:03
a. Motion to adjourn was put forward by Steve Theg, seconded by Elena Monte, and unanimously approved.
b. Meeting was adjourned at 12:03 EDT.
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