PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLANT BIOLOGISTS
Annual Election, 2021

Current Constitution Showing Proposed Deletions
(Strike Through) and Additions (Underlined)

New Wording of Constitution if Amendments Are
Approved

Article VII: Election of Officers

Article VII: Election of Officers

FIRST PROPOSED AMENDMENT

FIRST PROPOSED AMENDMENT

1. The nominations committee is charged to
develop an inclusive and diverse ballot with
the diversity of the current leadership included
in their consideration. Two nominees are
provided for each office to be filled, one
directly from the membership at large, and
one from the deliberations of the nominations
committee. A call for nominations for the office
of president-elect shall be sent to all individual
members no sooner than October 1 and no
later than December January 31 each year,
and for secretary-elect and member of the
board of directors on alternate years. The call
shall be sent from Society headquarters with
the approval of the president-elect, who,
acting in her or his capacity as chair of the
nominations committee, shall be the
responsible officer in the nomination and
election processes of the Society.

1. The nominations committee is charged to
develop an inclusive and diverse ballot with
the diversity of the current leadership included
in their consideration. Two nominees are
provided for each office to be filled, one
directly from the membership at large, and
one from the deliberations of the nominations
committee. A call for nominations for the office
of president-elect shall be sent to all individual
members no later than January 31 each year,
and for secretary-elect and member of the
board of directors on alternate years. The call
shall be sent from Society headquarters with
the approval of the president-elect, who,
acting as chair of the nominations committee,
shall be the responsible officer in the
nomination and election processes of the
Society.

SECOND PROPOSED AMENDMENT

SECOND PROPOSED AMENDMENT

A member may nominate only one person for
each office. To be valid, nominations must be
submitted online within forty days of
announcing the call for nominations. For each
position, an eligible candidate with the most
nominations will be offered the opportunity to
go on the ballot as the membership-nominated
candidate. The president-elect will provide this
individual with written information regarding
roles and responsibilities of the position and
assess the candidate’s willingness to
serve. Should that individual decline, the
nominee with the next highest number of
nominations would be contacted. If there is a
tie for largest number of nominations, the
nominating committee would choose between

To be valid, nominations must be submitted
online within forty days of the call for
nominations. For each position, an eligible
candidate with the most nominations will be
offered the opportunity to go on the ballot as
the membership-nominated candidate. The
president-elect will provide this individual with
written information regarding roles and
responsibilities of the position and assess the
candidate’s willingness to serve. Should that
individual decline, the nominee with the next
highest number of nominations would be
contacted. If there is a tie for largest number
of nominations, the nominating committee
would choose between them.

them. the nominations committee will chose
one person from the list of member
nominations, the nominee agreeing to run and
serve if elected.

THIRD PROPOSED AMENDMENT

THIRD PROPOSED AMENDMENT

The nominations committee shall provide one
additional nomination for each position,. This
nominee could be selected from the same list
of member-derived nominations (from the
current year or the two previous years) or
could be an individual not on the membershipnominated list. The president-elect will provide
this selected individual with written
information regarding roles and responsibilities
of the position and assess the candidate’s
willingness to serve. the nominee agreeing to
run and serve if elected. Thus, two nominees
are provided for each office to be filled, one
directly from the membership at large, and
one from the deliberations of the nominations
committee. There shall be no indication of the
source of the nominations.

The nominations committee shall provide one
additional nomination for each position. This
nominee could be selected from the same list
of member-derived nominations (from the
current year or the two previous years) or
could be an individual not on the membershipnominated list. The president-elect will provide
this selected individual with written
information regarding roles and responsibilities
of the position and assess the candidate’s
willingness to serve.

FOURTH PROPOSED AMENDMENT

FOURTH PROPOSED AMENDMENT

2. There will be three elected members of the
board of directors. Two members are elected
by the membership at large to a four-year
terms, and one member is elected by the
council from among its members to a
renewable one-year term. When the proportion
of ASPB members residing outside the US
exceeds one-third of the total membership,
then one of the two at large members must
also be a non-US resident at the time of the
election. There are no restrictions on the
residency of the other at large member.

2. There will be three elected members of the
board of directors. Two members are elected
by the membership at large to four-year
terms, and one member is elected by the
council from among its members to a
renewable one-year term. When the proportion
of ASPB members residing outside the US
exceeds one-third of the total membership,
then one of the two at large members must
also be a non-US resident at the time of the
election. There are no restrictions on the
residency of the other at large member.

FIFTH PROPOSED AMENDMENT

FIFTH PROPOSED AMENDMENT

4. The ballots shall be made available to
members online in sufficient time to conclude
the election at least four weeks prior to the
annual meeting. There shall be no indication of
the source of the nominations. At the close of
the election the ballots will be counted and
certified by the president-elect and two other
members of the Society appointed by the
president. The names of those elected will be
promptly transmitted to the president, who
shall announce them no later than the annual
meeting.

4. The ballots shall be made available to
members online in sufficient time to conclude
the election at least four weeks prior to the
annual meeting. There shall be no indication of
the source of the nominations. At the close of
the election the ballots will be counted and
certified by the president-elect and two other
members of the Society appointed by the
president. The names of those elected will be
promptly transmitted to the president, who
shall announce them no later than the annual
meeting.

Article VIII: Standing Committees

Article VIII: Standing Committees

SIXTH PROPOSED AMENDMENT

SIXTH PROPOSED AMENDMENT

8. The nominations committee shall consist of
five voting members:; the president-elect
(chair);, president;, a council representative,
elected by council; an equity, diversity and
inclusion committee representative, elected by
said committee; and an early career
representative, elected by the early career
section. and immediate past president. In the
event that the immediate past president is
nominated (and accepts) at-large for an office
(secretary-elect or elected member of the
board of directors), the president-elect shall
appoint a replacement from the elected or
representative members of the council.

8. The nominations committee shall consist of
five voting members: the president-elect
(chair); president; a council representative,
elected by council; an equity, diversity and
inclusion committee representative, elected by
said committee; and an early career
representative, elected by the early career
section.

SEVENTH PROPOSED AMENDMENT

SEVENTH PROPOSED AMENDMENT

Each elected member described above will be
selected by each entity using rules agreed
upon by the majority of their members.

Each elected member described above will be
selected by each entity using rules agreed
upon by the majority of their members.

