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spleen cells. Hence, it was an easy decision to
pick plant science, and I haven’t looked back
since. Moreover, I gathered that plant science
is important because everyone needs to eat
their greens.
What is your favorite thing about being
a plant biologist?

My favorite thing about being a plant biologist is telling people that I am a plant biologist and then, when they ask about plants in
their garden, seeing their reaction when I tell
them that I can’t identify most garden plants.
How do you gather scientific information? What are your sources?

I start by reading reviews relating to a topic,
and later I pinpoint specific journal articles
in the reviews. My sources typically are
search engines, such as Google and Web of
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Science. Journal sites also include article
recommendations with the original article, which makes it easy to look for related
articles. I don’t obsess over the journals,
as long as I enjoy the quality of the articles
and reviews. I also appreciate journal clubs,
in which colleagues tell me about new and
interesting findings.
What do you still have to learn?

I joked with my friends during my PhD
about being a “professional student,” and I
thought I’d throw my hat off to that when
I graduated. Nonetheless, I still have a lot
to learn, and I don’t think I’ll stop being
a student. I struggle with my identity as a
scientist, sometimes because of imposter
syndrome, so I try to not take myself too
seriously. As an early career researcher, I also
find discovering my niche to be challenging,
so I’m definitely leaning on my mentors and
other scientists for help with that.

What do you think is the next big thing
in plant biology?

The next big thing in plant biology is the
transition of research from model plants to
non–model plants, including crop plants
such as maize, wheat, soybean, and rice, as
well as other interesting plants such as moss.
The advent of sequencing has enabled more
plants to be sequenced, which has in turn led
to more comparative genomics to delineate
gene functions and gene evolution in non–
model plants.
What do you see as the most important
role for scientific societies such as ASPB?

I read a blog post by Mary Williams about
how it takes a community to raise a scientist
(https://blog.aspb.org/it-takes-a-communityto-raise-a-scientist/). ASPB as a professional
society is part of that equation for scientists
at all stages of their career.
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Search the
Member Directory
for colleagues.

Apply to join a
committee.

Read Plant
Physiology and The
Plant Cell.

Update your profile.

Nominate a fellow
plant scientist
(or yourself).

Sign in to the Member
Portal and click on the
Member Directory in
the top menu.

Sign in to the Member
Portal and click on
Serve on a Committee
in the top menu.

Sign in to the ASPB
site using your member username and
password.

The more we know
about you, the better
we can target our
emails and programming to your interests.

Learn more about ASPB benefits at https://aspb.org/membership/.
Access the Member Portal at https://members.aspb.org/s/.
Have a question? Contact info@aspb.org.
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Nominees are needed
every year for ASPB
leadership positions
and named awards.

